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Introduction  
Nowadays the Iranian labour movement is the main protest movement against 

austerity and economic misery in Iran. Everyday struggles against low wages, 

unsecure jobs, temporary contracts and privatization are the daily events in 

Iran.  

Efforts to create non-governmental workers organizations and releasing  

imprisoned labour activists and teachers are the main struggles of the Iranian 

worker protest movement. According to everyday strikes and protests num-

bers, the Iranian worker class is the one of the most active labour movement 

in the region.  

We are trying to coverage the most of Iranian workers and teachers protests by 

publishing the Monthly Karzar.  

 

Long live international labour comradeship 

  
Campaign in Support Iranian Workers (CSIW)  
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Joint statement of labour organizations regarding the execution of 

Navid Afkari 

September 25, 2020 

 

Navid Afkari executed to intimidate and quell the anger of workers and       

protesters 

 
In the days before he was seven, he would go to Azadi Park to sell chewing gum and kites. Until 

the age of eighteen, he clung to wrestling with all his might, always first in the province he lived, 

and won medals in national competitions.  Because he had to drop out of school as a teenager, he 

could not compete in international wrestling and was forced to enlist in the compulsory army ser-

vices. When his military service ended, financial problems took him away from wrestling, his fa-

vorite sport.  With three years of labor, he raised little money.  He was now is 23 years old and it 

was a big risk to continue his wrestling career.  His joining in the wrestling national team had be-

come almost an impossible dream.  At the age of 25, he was forced to work as a laborer again to 

support his family, and was arrested later in September 2018. 

This is a brief description and parts of Navid Afkari's life, quoted by him, who, with a broken body 

from the pressure and torture of security agents, on September 12, was hung with rope, without 

even being allowed to visit his family for the last time. In the opinion of the authorities and any 

establishment  supporting capitalism, it would be a lesson for the workers and people so that they 

do not live under the class oppression and injustice and protest in various ways. 

Navid Afkari himself was one of the protesters.  He was one of thousands of young workers and 

deprived people who became acquainted with street as a working child and experienced the bitter 

taste of poverty and inequality.   
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He is forced to work as a plasterer in order to cover part of his family expenses, leaving compul-

sory schooling and not achieving his interests and aspirations, including "membership in the na-

tional wrestling team." 
 This situation, of course, acquainted Navid with the bitter realities of life and the inequalities in 

society, and made him a strong, courageous protester. To the extent that he participated in the 

street protests of the people against the poverty, inflation and unbridled tyranny in the society, and 

for his part he played an active and prominent role in those protests and demonstrations. 

The capitalist government of Iran filed a lawsuit case against Navid, a well-known figure for par-

ticipating in the street protests of 2018, and sentenced him to death following a fabricated confes-

sion under duress and torture, to intimidate the workers and the people of Iran and prevent them 

from protesting in the future. Unaware that what drives the deprived workers and masses of soci-
ety to protest and struggle is the miserable conditions and circumstances that have made life diffi-

cult and unbearable for more than 90% of the members of society. In fact, Navid Afkari is the 

product of these conditions and arise from the unfavourable social conditions and the protests and 

struggles of the people in Iran.It is clear that the institutions that issue a verdict by confessing un-

der pressure and torture, in order to take the life of a innocent worker, are really scared and very 

worried about their future situation in the days and months ahead. Contrary to the beliefs of the 

defenders of capitalism government in Iran, the execution of Navid not only did not cause fear and 

panic in the hearts of the people, but also provoked a strong and widespread reaction of the work-
ers and the masses to  this repressive and inhumane act.  They exposed it as the murder of the state 

and the reprehensible by the judgment of the society.  The execution of Navid once again raised 

the sensitivity of the society towards this issue and reminded the workers and the masses of the 

people that there should be a strong, organized and widespread struggle against the execution and 

deprivation of liberty. As part of the Iranian working class, we send our deep condolences to the 

people and the family of Afkari and consider any threat, torture and execution as a sign of terror 

and despair of the capitalist government of Iran.  We also consider the right to participate in work-

ers' protests and strikes as part of the rights of workers and the deprived masses. We believe that 
no one should be threatened or intimidated for protesting against the sufferings of the workers and 

the people, and more importantly, arrested, imprisoned, tortured and executed. 
 

The abolition of the death penalty is a defence of the right to life. 
 
Haft Tappeh Sugarcane Workers Syndicate 
Workers' Union of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company 
Islamshahr Teachers' Union 
Coordinating Committee to help establish trade unions 
Iranian Retirement Council 
Committee for the establishment of trade unions 
Retirees Union 
Retirees Union Group 
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NEWS 

Kermanshah Water and Sewerage 

department workers' wages have not 

been paid for 3 months 

 
 On September 25, one of the company's 

workers wrote for a local media: 

 "Wages have been delayed for three 

months now, so how do we pay the rent 

and bank loan payments’? In the meeting 

that the director of water and sewerage had 

with the governor, the workers of the water 

and sewerage department were supposed to 

get their full demands on time, which has 

not happened so far.  

Agricultural pest control workers protest 

their employment status 
 

Workers in the agricultural pesticide sector, 

who cultivate sugarcane, protested against lack 

of their job security, September 27, at their 

workplace.  Police forces stationed in the Haft 

Tappeh area were confronted. 

 It should be noted that the fired workers in the 

non-sugarcane sector are still in a state of am-

biguity after seven months. The number of 

these workers is more than one hundred and 

twenty. 
 

The government has not paid the wages of health personnel for four months 

 Haririchi, Deputy Minister of Health, said: "Unfortunately, in these Covid-19 pandemic 

 conditions, the government has not paid the wages of our health personnel for three to four 

months." 

Haft Tappeh Sugarcane Workers Syndicate 
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Protest rally of Weiss Electric Com-

pany’s workers 

 
On September29th different departments of 

Weiss Electric Company’s workers gath-

ered in front of the company building in 

Ahwaz (the capital of Khuzestan prov-

ince).At the rally, which took place on the 

outskirts of the Ahwaz, workers demanded 

payment of their arrears.Payment of arrears 

of several months, insurance premiums and 

other benefits are among the demands of 

these workers.Recently, there have been 

protests against the recruitment of workers 

in this company, and there have been re-

ports of the danger of dismissing some 

workers and replacing them with other 

forces. 

Kermanshah Water and Sewerage de-

partment workers' wages have not been 

paid for 3 months 

 
 On September 25, one of the company's work-

ers wrote for a local media: 

 "Wages have been delayed for three months 

now, so how do we pay the rent and bank loan 

payments’? In the meeting that the director of 

water and sewerage had with the governor, the 

workers of the water and sewerage department 

were supposed to get their full demands on 

time, which has not happened so far.  

Workers hide their corona virus disease 

for fear of being fired 
 

 Abolfazl Ashraf Mansouri, president of the Oc-

cupational Health Trade Unions Association, 

says some workers are hiding their illness for 

fear of being fired.  Moreover, if the restrictions 

are to be reinstated, given the fragility of the 

economic situation, many will not welcome it, 

unless significant government assistance is pro-

vided.  In the meantime, the only solution left 

for the workers is to hope for self-care.  They 

expect to continue their work, but to be pro-

vided with safety and health equipment and not 

to hide it if they get sick for fear of being fired. 
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Continued protests of Tabriz Municipality 

workers 

 
Continued protests of Tabriz Municipality workers 

against lack of job security and low level of wages. 

Hundreds of workers of Tabriz Municipality are pro-

testing against the elimination of contractor companies, 

changing the contracts from temporary to permanent 

and increasing wages, which started many years ago, 

as well as empty promises and propaganda of munici-

pal officials and members of the city council in East 

Azarbaijan province. 

 On September 26, the workers told the media: "We 

are about 2,000, working in 10 districts of Tabriz under 

the responsibility of 27 contractor companies under the 

contract of the Tabriz Municipality, as a result of the 

presence of contractors, our wages have decreased and 

this has put us in a bad financial position. 

According to these service workers of Tabriz Munici-

pality (Pakban), turning the employment status of a 

temporary into permanent contract is a demand that 

has been pursued by them all these years. 

We are threatened with dismissal 

if we protest 

 
Qazvin Municipality Workers: We 

have not received last year's reward 

yet / We get our wages  late and we are 

threatened with dismissal if we protest! 

"Every time we appeal to the munici-

pal officials, they say that this issue 

has nothing to do with us and your 

money must be paid by the contrac-

tor.  We ask the contractor and we hear 

this answer: the municipality has not 

paid our claims and if you protest too 

much, you will be fired. With the out-

break of corona, our worries have mul-

tiplied as we have not received masks 

and gloves for a long time. 

  Fire fighters protest rally 

 

On September 28, 2020, a number of fire fighters in Isfahan held a protest rally in front of the 

governor's office of this province, demanding that their demands be addressed. According to the 

representative of the protesting fire fighters, their demands are the subject of hard and harmful fire 

fighters’ jobs, the issue of their pensions, benefits and salaries. Another reason for the gathering of 

fire fighters is the huge difference between the salaries of fire fighters in Isfahan and fire fighters 

in other cities. 
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400 oil workers have died due to Covid-19 

 
The Director General of the Iranian Oil Industry 

Health and Medical Organization confirmed that at 

least 400 oil workers have died due to Covid-19. 

He also put the number of oil industry workers af-

fected by the coronavirus at last 4,100. 

Since the beginning of this year, workers whom 

working in refineries and petrochemicals have 

warned and protested against the non-observance 

of safety and health points and the lack of protec-

tion equipment for workers in workers' dormitories 

and workplaces. 

In August, workers in Assaluyeh (Pars Special En-

ergy/Economic Zone) warned of non-compliance 

with safety precautions in dormitories and dining 

halls, saying: "Observance of hygienic protocols at 

the refinery is a matter of talk, but in practice it is 

not." 

Workers at refineries also went on strike for sev-

eral days in a row in August in protest of discrimi-

nation and working conditions. 

Death and injury of 10 workers due to 

lack of work safety 

 
 During the past days , in September  due to 

the lack of environmental safety and working 

conditions, 10 workers in the cities of Eshte-

hard, Gonabad, Sabzevar, Yazd and Saveh 

were involved in accidents.  During these 

incidents, 9 workers, including 2 fire fight-

ers, were injured and 1 worker lost his 

life.  Iran ranks 102nd in the world in terms 

of work safety issues, which is a very low 

ranking and a number of workers, are vic-

tims of unsafe working conditions every day. 

              The wages of Iranian workers are $ 70, the cost of living is $ 350  

In a report written by the Arman Melli newspaper, surveys are shown that the dollar equivalent of 

the minimum wage in 2020 is about two dollars a day! That is, taking into account each US dollar 

is equal to 29 thousand Iranian tomans and the approved salary of about 1 million and 900  

thousend Tomans per month. So, every Iranian worker earns only two dollars a day. Given the cur-

rent economic turmoil, it is unclear whether workers will receive the same amount in the coming 

months. 

http://www.pseez.com/
http://www.pseez.com/
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On the eve of Teacher's Week, Mohammad Habibi's ransom and dismissal order was 

confirmed 

After two years of cruel imprisonment, the Min-
istry of Education, illegally ordered the work 

redemption of Mohammad Habibi, current po-

litical prisoner and a member of the board of 

directors of the Teachers' Union.  With this sen-
tence, this honourable teacher was fired from his 

job as a teacher.  

The unjust sentence was issued by the Board of 
First Instance for Administrative Violations and 

approved by the Board of Appeals. 

 Throughout these two years prison, experts em-
phasized that Mr. Habibi was entitled to unpaid 

leave from work.  

 

 

 Although Mohammad Habibi was officially fired yesterday, he is a source of pride for Iranian teachers 

and students. From the Minister of Education to all his deputies, they claimed that they were seeking un-

paid leave for Habibi, but the government of Hassan Rouhani, by issuing this sentence, intensified the 

process of repression of union activists. 

Seven Haft Tappeh workers were summoned 

by police 

 
 The workers were summoned by police on September 23 

on charges of inciting a strike, following a complaint 
from their employer.The names of the workers who were 

summoned to the Haft Tappeh police station on Septem-

ber 29 are: Mohammad Amin Hejazi, Ahmad Shelagh, 
Rahim Hamdani, Milad Latifi, Mohammad Abdulkhani, 

Azim Al-Kathir, Qasim Kathir.So far, the workers' wages 

for June, July and August have not been paid, and the 

workers have gathered at the factory to demand their ar-

rears. 
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The three members of the Writers' Association of Iran must be released 

unconditionally 

Statement of the Writers' Association of Iran, in protest of the imprisonment of Reza Khandan 

(Mahabadi), Baktash Abtin and Keyvan Bazhan: 

The three members of the Writers' Association of Iran must be released unconditionally 

 

  On Saturday, September 26, 2020, Reza Khandan (Mahabadi) and Baktash Abtin, members of 

the board of directors of the Writers 'Association of Iran, and Keyvan Bazhan, a former member 

of the board of directors of the Writers' Association, were transferred to Evin Prison to serve their 

sentences. They are charged with "propaganda against the regime" and "conspiracy to act against 

the security of the country."  Examples of these accusations are the publication of the internal pub-

lication of the association, participation in compiling the "history book of the association" and is-

suing statements and announcements of the association, as well as attending the anniversary cere-

monies of Mohammad Jafar Pooyandeh, Mohammad Mokhtari and Ahmad Shamloo. 

Reza Khandan (Mahabadi) and Baktash Abtin were each sentenced to six years in prison and Key-

van Bazhan to three years and six months in prison. 

The imprisonment of these three writers and other political activists means that Iranian security 

officials want to assassinate their opponents at a time when a new wave of Covid-19 pandemic  

 in the country is taking hundreds of lives every day and the lack of health care facilities in prisons 

could have catastrophic consequences. This clear suppression, shows the increasing pressure on 

independent writers and freedom of expression in the society. Now that the country is plagued by 

poverty, disease, and organized corruption, the government has increasingly suppressed freedom 

of expression, detention, torture, and execution of protesters, instead of responding to the legiti-

mate demands of the people. 
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The Writers' Association of Iran announce these verdicts issued against three of its members as a 

criminal act against human rights. We always witnessed the arrest and harassment of our members 

and lost several of them during the governmental assassinations of the 1990s.  We hold the rulers 

of the Islamic Republic, the judiciary and the Ministry of Intelligence, responsible for protecting 

the lives and health of our imprisoned members. 

The Writers' Association of Iran calls on writers, independent organizations in Iran and around the 

world, human rights organizations, and the freedom-loving people of Iran to respond to these inhu-

mane rulings and raise their voices against them. 

The Writers' Association of Iran announces that this sentences against our association's members 

should be stopped as soon as possible and that Reza Khandan (Mahabadi), Baktash Abtin and 

Keyvan Bazhan should be released unconditionally. 

 

Iranian Writers Association 

26 September 2020 
 

Two days of working class life in Iran 

 
On September 27 and 28 ,nurses and medical staff of Rouhani Hospital in Babol city in front of 

the building of this medical centre, Isfahan fire fighters in front of the governor's office,   retired 

workers of steel industry In front of the building of the Ministry of Interior, the staff of Jihad Nasr 

Company and a group of kindergarten managers in Kermanshah province in front of the provincial 

building, workers of Ahwaz municipal waste management unit in front of the municipal waste 

management building, minibus drivers in Semnan city in front of the governor's office and Work-

ers of the agricultural pest control unit of the Haft Tappeh Sugarcane Industry Complex at their 

workplace, held protest rallies , demanding that their demands be addressed. 
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Contact : 

September 2020 

Campaign in Support of Iranian Workers 


