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Introduction 

Nowadays the Iranian labour movement is the main protest movement against 

austerity and economic misery in Iran.  

Everyday struggles against low wages,unsecure jobs, temporary contracts and privatization 

are the daily events in Iran. 

Efforts to create non-governmental workers organizations and releasing imprisoned labour 

activists and teachers are the main struggles of the Iranian worker protestmovement. 

According to everyday strikes and protests numbers, the Iranian worker class is the one of the 

most active labour movement in the region. 

We are trying to coverage the most of Iranian workers and teachers protests by 

publishing the Monthly Karzar. 

Long live international labour comradeship. 

 

Campaign in Support Iranian Workers (CSIW) 
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Campaign to support Iranian workers 
 
July 14

th
 2020 

 
Dear Friends 
It has been more than a month since the Haft Tapeh workers went on strike aginst the privati-
zation and the arrears wages. The workers are also demanding of the return to work of their 
fired colleagues and representatives.  On July 14

th
  after the workers 'protests in city of  

Susa  Mohammad Khanifar, Yousef Bahmani, Ebrahim Abbasi and Muslim Cheshmkhavar, 
were also arrested by security forces. 
 
Today's protests by Haft Tappeh workers are the continuation of a decade of protests and 
strikes against the privatization of this huge Argo- Industry complex with more than 5,000 
workers and hundreds of workers in its ancillary industries. Timely payment of monthly wages 
and recognition of the Haft Tappeh Sugar Cane Mill Labour Syndicate also have been one of 
the main demands of the labour strikes in the past years. 
 
The Haft Tappeh is one of the main centres of Iranian’s working class struggle against the pri-
vatization of manufacturing industries, which has resulted in nothing but more poverty and 
misery for the working class. On the other hand, the employers and their government 
are determined to carry out their destructive economic policies by arresting and dismissing la-
bour activists such as Ali Nejati and Ismail Bakhshi and other leaders of the Haft Tappeh 
Workers' Union. The Haft Tappeh Workers' protests in Khuzestan province where it is the one 
of the main centres involved with Corona virus epidemic and living conditions across the coun-
try is in need of special support. 
 
Simultaneously with the Iranian working class support of the Haft Tappeh’s workers strike, the 
trade unions around the world are expected to provide effective and practical support to Haft 
Tappeh workers away from the usual circumstances. The  workers' protests in Haft Tappeh 
are a good example of the global working class struggle against privatization and  
austerity. Effective support for these protests, away from the political considerations of 
governments and bureaucratic process, is particularly importance. Lack of serious support of 
EU’s labour organizations and activists for the global working class struggle, can lower the liv-
ing conditions of workers in France, Britain and Germany to the living conditions of workers in 
Iran, Turkey, China and India. 
 
Simultaneously with the issuance of the death penalty to protesters participating in the No-
vember 2019 demonstrations  against austerity policies by the Iranian judiciary, the Campaign 
to Support Iranian Workers calls on you to support the striking and arrested workers in Haft 
Tappeh and  Iranian protesters at risk of execution. 
 
Long live international workers’ solidarity   
 
Campaign to support Iranian workers 
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The Workplace fatality turned the workplace into shambles 

 
According to the Iranian Forensic Medicine Organization 1753 workers died  due to work acci-
dents in 2019. Iran ranks is102nd in the world in terms of occupational safety issues, which is a 
very low ranking. Everyday a number of workers are victims of unsafe conditions of work. 
Recalling the number of workplace fatality from 2008 to 2017: 
2008: 1481 victims  
2009: 1224 victims 
2010: 1290 victims 
2011:  1507 victims 
2012:  1796 victims 
2013:  1994 victims 
2014:  1891 victims 
2015:  1494 victims 
2016:  1645 victims 

Construction workers’ associations declare their support for the 
Haft Tappeh Sugarcane Agro-Industry Co. workers’ strike 
 
In part the supportive statement of the Association of construction workers of Kurdistan has 
come: "The victory on the Haft Tape means our victory and for the entire working class of Iran. 
We will do our best in the form of various support for the sugarcane strike as run the support 
campaigns and financial funds , etc.  
The contemporary history of the working class in Iran is full of strikes and struggles that have 

failed to show solidarity and unity with each other. Haft Tappeh should be the source of labor 

sector solidarity  throughout Iran. ”Let the whole world know that the Iranian working class will 

not leave the striking workers of Haft Tappeh alone” 

 
Issuance of heavy judicial sentences for members of the northern 

Khorasan Teachers' Trade Association  
Teachers' representatives in the North Khorasan Teachers' Trade Association were sentenced 
to prison and flogging for defending teachers' rights. 
 
* Mohammad Reza_Ramazan A total 
of 10 years in prison and 74 lashes. 
* Hosain_Ramazan poor A total of 4 
years in prison and 74 lashes. 
* Hamidreza Rajaei was sentenced to 
32 months in prison and 6 months 
suspended imprisonment.  
* Saeed_Haqparast 32 months in pris-
on 
* Ali_Frotan 32 months in prison.  
* Hassan_Johari 32 months imprison-
ment.   
* Mostafa_Rabati 32 months in prison 
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Four labour organizations have called for the abolition of the 
death penalty for those arrested during the nationwide protests in 
November 2019 
 
The Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company, the Haft Tappeh Sugar Cane 
Mill Labor Syndicate, the Islamshahr Teachers' Trade Association and the Marivan Teachers' 
Trade Association, called for the abolition of the death penalty for four people arrested during 
the November 2019 protests against the austerity policy. It is stated in part of this statement: 
 
"We strongly support Amir Hossein Moradi, Saeed Tamjidi and Mohammad Rajabi, three young 

people who were sentenced to death, and other protesters who were sentenced to death in No-

vember 2019. We are  strongly condemn shooting, imprisoning and all kinds of police and secu-

rity pressures on the protesters and call for the immediate release of those arrested in Novem-

ber 2019 and earlier, in January 2018 

It is not possible to impose all the economic pressure on the workers, wage earners and the un-

derprivileged under the pretext of sanctions, and at the same time these sanctions should be an 

opportunity to raise more money for capitalists, officials and nobles. The methods of governing 

the country and the laws and regulations must be changed immediately in such a way as to re-

duce the pressures on the working class and, conversely, to transfer the crisis pressures to the 

affluent, public and private capitalists, and government officials responsible for this situation. 

Widespread corruption in the upper class and the oppressive livelihood pressure on the lower 

classes are the result of the economic policy of the ruling system, which has resulted in nothing 

but unemployment, inflation and embezzlement. Only the working class can make serious 

changes in this situation. " 

Arak court sentences 42 Azarab workers to one year in prison, 74 
lashes and one month of unpaid public services.  

 On June 17, the 106th Criminal Branch of Arak court sentenced 42 workers of Azarab Compa-

ny who participated in last year's protest march to one year in prison, 74 lashes and one month 

of unpaid public service for three hours a day on the Arak railway.  

 A spokesman for the judiciary denied the allegations after labor organizations and activists pro-

tested the inhumane sentence. 
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Haft Tappeh sugarcane workers strike 

 On June 17, workers in all sections of the Haft Tappeh Sugar Company went on strike.   

The workers went on strike to protest the non-payment of monthly wages, the non-renewal of 

governmental  healthcare insurance booklets ( Non-payment of workers' health insurance by the 

employer) and the dismissal of workers' representatives Ismail Bakhshi, Mohammad Khanifar, 

Iman Akhzari and Salar Bijani.The request to cancel the transfer of Haft Tappeh sugarcane and 

ancillary industries with more than 6,000 workers to the private sector and the management of 

factories under the supervision of workers is one of the central demands of the strikes of the 

workers of this industrial-agricultural complex.  As of this writing, 27 days have passed since the 

workers' strike and protest march in the city of Shousha in Khuzestan province. 

 
Yellow Hats’ Rally 

Protest rally of operators of high voltage substations (yellow hats) in front of the regional electrici-

ty office  Wednesday, June 25, A group of yellow haters held a protest rally in front of the Tehran 

Regional Electricity Office to protest that their situation had not changed.  

According to the protesters, all the necessary permits have been issued to convert the temporary 

contracts of high voltage substation operators into permanent contracts, but the government em-

ployer has refused to convert the contracts. They were constantly protesting in front of the re-

gional electricity office in Ahvaz. Gathering of Hormozgan yellow hats On June 29, a group of op-

erators of Hormozgan high-voltage substations gathered in front of the regional electricity office 

of the province and demanded to speed up the process of changing their situation. 

+
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Railway workers’ strike 

Workers of the Zagros railway line have been 

on strike since June 19th to protest the non-

payment of arrears wages and problems in 

paying premiums.  In recent days, striking 

workers have gathered in front of the Labor 

and Social Security Administration. 

  

 

 
 
Kayson Company’s  Workers protest in Ahwaz  

  
 On June 12, workers at the Kayson construc-
tion company  in Ahwaz protested against the 
non-payment of their wages and work insur-
ance. These workers have not received their 
wages since February, and the social security 
insurance of 70 workers of this construction 
company has not been paid by the employer.  
The workers also protested the company's 
poor health during the corona.  It is worth 
mentioning that these workers had already 
gone on strike in March of last year to receive 
their overdue wages. 
 
 

 
Oil and Gas workers’ protest 

Following the rally in the past few days, on June 30, a group of oil and gas workers and employ-

ees gathered in front of the Ministry of Oil to protest the non-implementation of Article 10 of the 

law on matching income based on the minimum wage increase. 

 
 
Nurses against temporary contracts    

On June 4, a group of Yasuj temporary con-

tract nurses gathered in front of the city gover-

nor's office to demand that their needs must be 

addressed. The nurses protested against the 

non-renewal of their work contracts by Yasouj 

University of Medical Sciences, holding plac-

ards reading "The reward for our courage is not 

our unemployment" and "We defeated Corona 

but lost our jobs". 
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Municipal workers' protests around the country:  

  

 *On July 6, a number of municipal workers gathered in the Saat Square tower, the site of the  

Tabriz metropolitan council, for non-payment of wages and work insurance.  

  

 *Workers in Behbahan Municipality in Khuzestan Province went on strike on Wednesday, July 2, 

to protest the non-receipt of four months' wages.  

  

 *Protest against non-payment of 2 months wages of 150 workers of Mehriz Municipality:  

  

 150 workers of Mehriz Municipality in Yazd province gathered to protest the 2 months wages 

arrears. 

  

 *Workers of Bandar Lengeh Municipality protest against non-payment of months of wages and 

insurance premiums:  

320 workers of Bandar Lengeh municipality in Hormozgan province protested against non-

payment of wages and insurance premiums for months.  

The head of Bandar-e-Lengeh municipality told a media reporter that the wages of 100 corporate 

service workers for four months, and 220 corporate green space workers, have not been paid 

since five months ago.  

  

*Workers of Bushehr Municipality have been on strike since June 30 in protest of 4 months of 

wages arrears and non-payment of their Eid (new year reward) 

 

*Temporary release of two workers of Hamidiyeh Municipality  

Reza Siyahi and Ismail Haghighatjoo, workers of Hamidiyeh Municipality in Khuzestan Province, 

were released on bail on Saturday, June 28th.  The workers, who had been on strike with other 

workers for protesting against their 20-month wage arrears, were arrested on June 24 on a com-

plaint from the mayor and municipal security.  

  

*On June 26, Abadan municipal workers gathered to protest the non-payment of wages for more 

than two months, months of insurance premiums and lack of work safety due to the outbreak of 

Covid 19 disease.  

 A group of workers in the Abadan Municipality, who work in the services, green space and fire 

departments, said: "Our two-month arrears of wages in May and June have not been paid and 

we have not received the wages difference in April."  

  

*Workers of Kut Abdullah Municipality protest against wage arrears  

 A number of workers of Kut Abdullah Municipality also gathered in front of the Khuzestan Gover-

nor's Office on June 30 to protest the uncertainty over their claims of wages. 
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Death and injury of 4 workers due 
to lack of work safety  
 Death of 19 workers in Mazandaran during the first 

two months of this year:  

 Due to lack of safety at work, 4 workers were in-

jured in the cities of Zarand, Dashti and Tehran. 

One worker was killed and three others were injured 

in the incident.  During the first two months of this 

year, 19 workers in Mazandaran lost their lives due 

to lack of  work safety . 

 

 
 
Haidar Ghorbani was released;  

  

Haidar Ghorbani, a member of the Free Trade Un-

ion of Iran, was temporarily released from Evin Pris-

on on Tuesday, June 31, after 23 days in detention.  

 Haidar Ghorbani was arrested by Ministry of Intelli-

gence agents at his home on June 6, and was inter-

rogated by Ministry of Intelligence interrogators in 

Ward 209 of Evin Prison for the entire period of his 

detention. 

 

 

 

Nasrin Javadi was summoned to prison  
  

Branch 1 of the 331st District Court in Tehran has 

asked Nasrin Javadi, a member of the Free Trade 

Union of Iran, to handover herself to prison within 

five days to serve her sentence.  

 Retired worker, Nasrin Javadi was arrested during 

the International Workers' Day rally in front of the 

parliament last year and was sentenced to 7 years 

in prison by Branch 26 of the Revolutionary Court of 

Tehran by Judge Afshari. This sentence was upheld 

by the Court of Appeals. Nasrin Javadi has been 

arrested and sentenced to prison for her trade union activities and defense of workers' rights. 
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Summoning, informing of charges and issuing arrest warrants for 
Jafar Ebrahimi, a labor activist and member of the  

Teachers' Association of Iran  
On May 20, Jafar Ebrahimi, along with his lawyer, Mr. Hossein Taj, and several colleagues ap-

peared in court for questioning. The case investigator informed this trade union activist of accu-

sations of action against national security as well as propaganda against the regime.  

 
Peyman Farhangian  arrested 

Peyman Farhangian, a labor activist living in the port of Kiashahr, was arrested and beaten by 

Ministry of Intelligence agents on June 20, and was transferred to Azborm Prison after being 

interrogated. It is said that the pressure on Mr. Farhangian continued after he was transferred 

to prison, and that he had been interrogated by security forces in prison in recent days. 

 
 
 222 lashes for the protesting worker 
On July 14

th
 the lawyer of Haft Tappeh workers , Farzaneh Zilabi  announced the Mohammad 

Reza Dabirian, a worker of this company, has conviction to 222 lashes by the branch 2  criminal 

court city of Susa. However, the court session was held without the presence of the defendant 

due to his covid19 disease, and he was not able to defend himself in the attribution cases. 
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Capital whipping on workers' bodies 

 

5th July 2020  

 

It was not long after the inhumane sentence of 74 lashes on the body of Rasoul Talib 

Moghadam, a member of the Tehran Bus Company Workers' Syndicate, that the judiciary once 

again sentenced 74 lashes and unpaid forced work to 41 protesting workers of Azarab Compa-

ny in Arak city was announced.  

 

These inhumane sentences which was issued for the protesting workers as well as putting pres-

sure on imprisoned workers and their families, arresting and detaining labor activists in recent 

months, once again unveiled the inhuman face of the judiciary of the Islamic capitalist govern-

ment in Iran, who intends to carry out "anti-corruption" scandal. The executive, security and judi-

cial organs of the Islamic government in Iran are the implementers of destructive economic poli-

cies and the keepers of the plunder of the last means of subsistence of a large part of the socie-

ty by the capitalists. These repressive governmental organisations  are trying to create a barrier 

against the impending social protests by attacking workers and social activists. 

 

The staggering rise in prices, widespread unemployment, poverty, economic and social pres-

sures on large sections of the wage-earning population have set the stage for an impending 

protest explosion. The authorities and officials of the Islamic regime, who are best aware of this 

situation, have made every effort to suppress the activists and labor organizers who are the po-

tential leadership of the widespread social protests in the current situation. The flogging, arrests 

and harassment of protesting activists and workers are part of the desperate efforts of the capi-

talist regime to confront these realities. The Campaign to Support  Iranian Workers, like all activ-

ists and trade unions, is working to take all necessary actions to stop the issuance and execu-

tion of brutal flogging and repression of protesting workers. 

 

In addition to the need to gain widespread support inside Iran and globally for the protests of the 

Iranian working class, the final solution to end the suffering and terror of the lives of millions of 

people in Iran, is the organized and united struggle of the working class against the barbarism 

of capitalism. 

 

Campaign to support Iranian workers 
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 PO Box 54498  

London  

E10 9DE  

July 6th 2020  

Comrades,  

NSSN national chair Rob Williams read out this statement at the beginning of the annual NSSN conference last 

Saturday July 4th:-  

The NSSN sends it greetings to the workers in Iran currently in involved in struggles and striving to build an inde-

pendent workers’ movement.  

In particular we condemn the recent sentencing of 42 Azarab Industries workers to a year’s imprisonment, 74 

lashes and a month’s forced labour. We demand their immediate release and dropping of all punishments.  

We send our greetings and solidarity to the thousands of Haft Tappeh workers who again have been on strike 

since June 14 demanding payment of unpaid wages, reinstatement of victimised workers and renationalisation of 

the company.  

The NSSN believes that the revival of the workers’ movement in Iran has an international significance and will 

help inspire similar developments against all the dictatorial and authoritarian regimes in the Middle East.  

In solidarity  

Linda Taaffe (NSSN National Secretary)  

Rob Williams (NSSN National Chair)  

Tel: (+44) 7816134690  

      

    

http://www.rmt.org.uk/
http://www.pcs.org.uk/
http://www.cwu.org/
http://www.num.org.uk/
http://www.poauk.org.uk/
http://www.nuj.org.uk/
http://www.bfawu.org/
http://www.napo.org.uk/
https://www.fbu.org.uk/
https://unitetheunion.org/
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Contact us: 

Our website: 

www.mycsiw.com 

Our Telegram channel:  

t.me/mycsiw  

Our email: 

karzarpki@gmail.com 
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