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Introduction 

Nowadays the Iranian labour movement is the main protest movement against 

austerity and economic misery in Iran.  

Everyday struggles against low wages,unsecure jobs, temporary contracts and privatization 

are the daily events in Iran. 

Efforts to create non-governmental workers organizations and releasing imprisoned labour 

activists and teachers are the main struggles of the Iranian worker protestmovement. 

According to everyday strikes and protests numbers, the Iranian worker class is the one of the 

most active labour movement in the region. 

We are trying to coverage the most of Iranian workers and teachers protests by 

publishing the Monthly Karzar. 

Long live international labour comradeship. 

 

Campaign in Support Iranian Workers (CSIW) 
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On the occasion of International Workers' Day, the Campaign to Support Iranian 

Workers issued a statement, which is also summarized  here in this publication: 

 

Let's put an end to the millennial nightmare of class society 

International Workers' Day has been around for years, no longer a day for joy and bouquets of 

flowers and sweets, nor a day for repetitive poems and slogans. May Day is a day to 

reconsider the global working class, a day to show global power, a day to protest decades of 

lawlessness, and a momentary loss of the rights of workers and wage earners around the 

world. 

The epidemic and deaths caused by Crona's disease in the major centers of the capitalist 

world have once again shown how powerless the existing class system is in the face of 

serious crises in human society. What makes it harder for workers and wage-earners to bear 

today's conditions is the image that capitalist ideologues and economists of the world provide 

and portray to us after the Corona epidemic. 

 

Replacing work at home instead of attending public offices and centers for a wide range of 

services and administrative jobs and training, using the personal facilities of employees to 

reduce the cost of public and private centers, will result in causing widespread unemployment 

of workers in variety of services and public transportation, as well as atomizing and further 

dispersing the labor force in these sectors. Contrary to many economists' beliefs, the 

widespread unemployment of the workers, not in the post-epidemic turmoil, is on a large scale 

today. 

Capitalist governments around the world have made the current crisis a platform for reducing 

public spending, freezing wages, making huge payments to less profitable sectors of capital, 

and eliminating existing workers' organizations and defenses.While the outbreak of corona 

disease has not yet stopped in many parts of the world, capitalist governments have allocated 

large amounts of public funds to financial, aviation, service and tourism institutions, of which 

only a small portion of their profitability has declined in recent months. At the same time, to 

counter social protests and post-crisis riots, a significant portion of government budgets are 

spent on rebuilding and equipping police forces. Governments and parliaments are already 

preparing to pass laws to limit social protests in various countries. 

 

The rule of capitalists in Iran, in addition to aligning with the general policies of world capital, 

has also justified the anti-labor policies of employers in Iran by passing a shameful minimum 

of wages ( around 130 dollars per month) . Ninety-six percent of written labor contracts in Iran 

are currently temporary contracts, and more than 3.5 million workers work in non-standard 

production and service centers without any contract, insurance or legal support. In such a 

situation, the working class must, today and in the context of the current unusual situation, 

begin its social organization to deal with the sinister plans of the capitalists.  

The only way for society to deal with the dark world that capital has provided for us is to 

organize, empathize  based on a radical platform in today's world. 
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 Minimum net monthly wage is below the poverty line 

The 2020 current national minimum wage is set at a cut off that places most Iranian work-

ers below the poverty line. 

The government announced the minimum net monthly wage for the next 12 months to be a little 

more than 18 million IRR (≈115 USD). This comes while the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) has an-

nounced that inflation for last year was 41 percent and estimated the current year's inflation rate 

at around 50 percent. 

Increasing inflation and the government’s resistance to wage increases has emptied the table of 

wage earners more than ever. Workers and their organisations maintain that low minimum wage 

is driving them to dire poverty in the current circumstances. According to the Iranian independ-

ent worker’s organisations the minimum net monthly wage shouldn’t be less than 90 million IRR

(≈560 USD). 

 ر

Jafar Azimzadeh charged with “propaganda against the Islamic 
Republic”  

According to Free Union of Iranian Workers the prosecutors of the Iranian Judiciary on May o5, 

2020 have opened a new case for Jafar Azimzadeh, the Secretary of the Board of Directors of 

the Free Union of Iranian Workers who has been in prison since January 2019. He has now 

been charged with "propaganda against the Islamic Republic" in addition to the previous charges 

of acting against national security  

 

Representatives of 3,000 workers of the Kerman Coal Mining Company ex-

pelled from a meeting to address their problems!  

 Following the strike, marches and rallies of 3,000 workers of the Kerman Coal Mining Company 

on Monday, May 1, a meeting for discussion their problems in the presence of Kerman Governor 

Mohammad Javad Fadaei, Kerman MP Mohammad Reza Poorabrahimi, officials of the prov-

ince's coal company and  Kerman Governor's Office was held and before the start of the meet-

ing, the representatives of the workers of the Kerman coal mines and the reporters were ex-

pelled  from the meeting!  

 

Ismail Abdi was sentenced to ten years prison 

 Ismail Abdi's lawyer announced that he had been sentenced to ten years in prison.  

 Hossein Taj, Ismail Abdi's lawyer, said: "In the past few days, when I went to follow up on my 

client's case, I found out that the suspended sentence of ten years prison for Ismail Abdi has 

been re-announced.  

He added: " hope with our works being done on his case, we will make that ten-year sentence 

ineffective before the end of his current imprisonment, which is related to another sentence."  

 Ismail Abdi, a former secretary of the Teachers' Union, is currently serving a six-year prison 

sentence in Evin Prison in Tehran. 

 ر

 ر

https://en.radiofarda.com/a/two-more-labor-activists-arrested-in-iran/29741433.html
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The situation of workers in the last year  

2019-20  

 1479 worker died at work  

 22,245 worker were injured in the work accident  

 61013 worker have a 1744 deferred wages  

 Workers have staged sit-ins and rallies 357 times  

 123 workers activists have been arrested 

 

During the first nine months of 1398 (2019), more than 1,300 workers died in work-

related accidents.  That's up nearly 100 percent from last year's 678 deaths.  

This number also shows that more than 4 workers lost their lives every day  
 

 Coal workers strike in Kerman province 

Three thousand and five hundred workers of Kerman Coal Company stopped working and went 

on strike in front of their workplaces in protest of the non-fulfillment of the promises of the provin-

cial managers.  Workers have gone on strike to protest the management's decision to hand over 

its shares to the private sector. 

 

According to protesters, the company's executives intend to offer 45% of its shares on the stock 

exchange. As the workers say, the company also intends to reimburse the workers to unemploy-

ment insurance to offset the company's costs during national bank holidays, which they 

opose;  as there will be a gap in their employment insurance records. 

 

Complete and proper  implementation of job classification plan, considering  of retirement job co-

efficient in hard and harmful jobs according to steel employment law in the 80's and 90's consid-

ering 15 years of work experience in coal 

mines, implementation of labor law provi-

sions, especially overtime ( The Article 92) 

and the implementation of Article 7 of the 

Labor Law, increase in wages in proportion 

to the type of job and the level of hard 

work  in coal mines , are other demands of 

workers. 

 ر

 ر
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Parvaneh Rezaei, director general of the Tehran Cooperative, Labor and Social 

Welfare, announced on Sunday that more than 200,000 unemployed workers had 

registered to receive unemployment insurance since the beginning of this year. 

 

Summary of May 1 statements of labor organizations in Iran 
Workers' organizations in Iran, in different statements commemorating May Day and pointing to 

the conditions of society in the context of the Corona Virus epidemic, called on the government 

to meet the living needs of workers.  

 

The statements emphasized the difficult living conditions of workers in non-epidemic conditions, 

the right to organize and strike,  release of workers 'and teachers' activists, called for the aboli-

tion of privatization and the unemployment of workers, the provision of health insurance and un-

employment insurance,  Increasing medical and health support, increasing pensions, equal pay 

and gender equality against job opportunities, equal pay and health insurance and other occupa-

tional benefits for migrant workers and a ban on child labor are other demands of workers in the 

International Workers' Day statements in Iran. 

 

 

Some of these organizations include:  

Haft Tappeh Sugarcane Workers Union, Drivers' 

Union of Tehran Bus Company, National Associ-

ation of Construction Workers, Coordinating 

Committee, Free Trade Union of Iran, Workers' 

Defenders Association, Kermanshah Electric 

and metalworking association . 

 ر

 ر
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In recent days, with the resumption of protests against the difficult living conditions, security 

forces and the judiciary system have increased pressure on labour activists and their families 

in various ways. Relying on a completely unknown legal article , the judiciary has confiscated 

the property of those who had bailed Jafar Azimzadeh (President of the Free Trade Union of 

Iran) for temporary leave from prison to follow up on his treatment.  

The excuse for this action of the judiciary is the delay of Jafar Azimzadeh in introducing him-

self to the prison on time. However, despite the fact that Jafar Azimzadeh is subject to the 

newly rules of both instructions of the judiciary regarding the release of political prisoners dur-

ing the Corona outbreak, he is still in prison and serving his five-year sentence due to the 

prosecutor’s disagreement.  

It should be noted that one of the guarantors is Parvin Mohammadi, who is currently on tem-

porary conditional leave from prison, her house (bail object) is guaranteed to be sold by the 

judiciary. Parvin must return to prison on April 19th, at the end of her leave. On the other 

hand, in the past few days, the security forces have been threatening members of the Free 

Trade Union of Iran during their contacts, and have also pressured the families of these activ-

ists to stop them from continuing their activities. 

Following these humiliating pressures on labor activists, interrogators and prosecutors have 

contacted Nahid Khodajou and Shahpour Ehsani Rad (members of the Free Trade Union of 

Iran) and asked them to return to prison for the remaining period of their sentences (both are 

temporarily released from prison on bail). Following the crackdown on social protests, in the 

current difficult situation and despite the risk of corona, security forces in Kamyaran city , ar-

rested Erfan Fakhri, Abdullah Yozi and Mobasher Ghorbani (members of the «Kamyaran 

workers and skilful guild association), while threatening, beating and confiscating their mobile 

phones. They have also pressured two members of the association’s board to resign from the 

association. 
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These pressures and repressions of the workers› protests are signs of a long-term plan by the 

Iranian capitalist government to suppress social protests against the unbearable living conditions 

in Iran. Conditions in which, with the announcement of the Insignificant minimum wage by the 

government and employers (around 130 dollars per month), create a very difficult economic and 

social situation after the close down period caused by the outbreak of corona. 

 

The governance and its affiliated security and repressive institutions are well aware that despite 

the current class divisions, which are deepening every day, the working class and it’s activists 

will lead the social protests to overthrown this unfair system. The Campaign to Support Iranian 

Workers calls on all social activists, organizations, parties and independent organizations to take 

actions in support of workers› activists and imprisoned workers. 

 

Campaign to Support Iranian Workers 

15 April 20  

karzarpki@gmail.com  

 

 

 Nasrin Javadi sentenced to 5 years in prison 
 

Nasrin Javadi , labor activist who was arrested on International Labor Day in Tehran, was sen-

tenced to 5 years in prison. She is a former employee of the Medical Distribution Company and 

the retiree of the Social Security Organization, a member of the founding board of the Social Se-

curity Retirement Labor Council, and a member of the Free Union of Iran Workers. 

 

Her trial was held at the Revolutionary Court in Tehran on August 6, 2019.  

According to the verdict, Nasrin Javadi was sentenced to 5 years in prison on charges of 

“association and collusion against national security”, one year in prison on charges of 

“propaganda against the state” and one year in prison, 74 lashes, banning the use of smart 

phones and banning activities in political and social parties and groups on charges  

of “disrupting public order “. 

 

According to the verdict the  Appeal Court  On May 2020 Nasrin was sentenced to 5 years  

prison on charges of “association and collusion against national security . 

 

 ر

mailto:karzarpki@gmail.com
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 Workers Activists in prison with no other caption  
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Contact us: 

Our website: 

www.mycsiw.com 

Our Telegram channel:  

t.me/mycsiw  

Our email: 

karzarpki@gmail.com 

 

Editor :Sofia.k 


